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MEET THE AMBASSADORS

CELEBRATING 15 YEARS OF AUGENT AFRICA PLATFORM 



OPENING BY PROF. RIK VAN DE WALLE

RECTOR OF GHENT UNIVERSITY



AFRICA PLATFORM AND ITS 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

PROF. KAREN BÜSCHER, CHAIR AFRICA PLATFORM



THE AFRICA PLATFORM OF 

GHENT UNIVERSITY ASSOCIATION

More than 15 years of building academic collaboration with Africa



GAP – HOW IT ALL STARTED
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• Established on January 10th, 2007 (bottom-up)

• Initiated by colleagues at the Department of  African Languages and Cultures



GAP – IN GENERAL
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Initial central objectives:

• Mapping all Africa expertise at Ghent University Association

• Making that expertise available to academic and non-academic stakeholders

• Facilitating and enhancing academic collaboration with partners in Africa

Has indeed resulted in:

• Increased numbers of research projects & joint PhD’s

• More student mobility and bilateral agreements

• Visibility of AUGent expertise on Africa 



GAP – THE NUMBERS
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Over 450 members from

• Each of the 11 UGent-faculties

• Hogeschool Ghent/Hogeschool West-Vlaanderen 

/Arteveldehogeschool

Centralised mapping of all academic Africa-expertise is unique in Belgium

Incoming students from Africa: 1000 per year (PhD and Ma)

Outgoing students to Africa: 150 per year

Bilateral agreements: 55

Active research projects with African partners: >420 



THE UGENT REGIONAL PLATFORMS AS A FORMAL TOOL FOR INTERNATIONALISATION
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CENTRAL MISSION OF THE UGENT REGIONAL PLATFORMS

academic collaboration

center of expertise

advise on Ghent University’s internationalisation policy

partner management

bridge to non-academic partners

Ghent University’s impact & visibility
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City, Province, 
private sector, 

GO, NGO, …

FACULTIES

RATIONALE Align (rather than steer)

Inform
Connect

 Create synergy



GAP – THE REALISATIONS
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Host visiting delegations to AUGent, organise UGent missions to Africa, promote AUGent

expertise in Africa 



GAP – THE REALISATIONS
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Matchmaking and networking, making AUGent-expertise on Africa available to non-

academic stakeholders: Chambers of Commerce, Flanders Investment & Trade, City of Ghent, 

Province of East Flanders, cultural organisations, NGOs, press & media houses



GAP – THE REALISATIONS
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Monitor funding opportunities & manage travel grants for research fellows



GAP – THE REALISATIONS
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Organise academic seminars, conferences, workshops where researchers share expertise 



GAP – THE REALISATIONS
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Publish an international, accredited journal on Africa – important publication channel for

scholars at African partner universities (volume 35)



GAP – THE REALISATIONS
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Negotiate/facilitate agreements, partner management, give advice to the AUGent-

community on collaboration with Africa



GAP – THE REALISATIONS
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Establish an African Students Association AUGent, set up information sessions for

outgoing AUGent students travelling to Africa for internship or fieldwork  



GAP – THE REALISATIONS
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Alumni networks and student recruitment  



GAP – THE REALISATIONS
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Public events: debates, book presentations, film festival - challenge dominant perceptions 

and stimulate critical debate 



GAP – THE REALISATIONS
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Public events: Mandela Lecture - reflect on the legacy of Nelson Mandela on the African 

continent



GAP – THE REALISATIONS
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GAP plays an active role in (inter)national forums – to network, share expertise 

and represent AUGent

• Member of AEGIS (Africa Studies Network in Europe)

• Member of the Think Tank for Africa of the SGroup

• Member of the North-South Working Group of The Guild

• Founder of the U4 Africa initiative (now ENLIGHT)

• Member of the Advisory Council on Gender and Development (Belgium)

• Member of the Advisory Council on North South Collaboration (Ghent)



GAP – WHAT ABOUT THE FUTURE?
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• Strengthen our visibility as a Platform - function as a point of reference for                                                                      

academic knowledge on Africa (intern AUGent & extern) 

• Extend networks/increase impact in Africa 

• Attract more external research funding (EU and African)

• Strive to be a keyrole player in international policy                                                        making 

on academic EU-Africa collaboration 
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www.africaplatform.ugent.be

AUGent Africa Platform

GAP

Annelies.Verdoolaege@UGent.be



AUGENT REPRESENTATIVES TESTIFYING 

ABOUT THEIR ENGAGEMENT WITH 

AFRICA 



COFFEE BREAK



ROUND TABLE 

INTERACTION BETWEEN ACADEMIA AND THE 

DIPLOMATIC WORLD



RECEPTION + NETWORKING


